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DEPARTMENT OF THE PREMIER AND CABINET, SUSTAINABILITY UNIT 

271. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:   
I refer to the government’s election commitment to continue to implement its “groundbreaking state 
sustainability policy”. 

(1) How many staff are currently employed within the department’s sustainability unit?   

(2) How many staff are employed in other units within the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, such as 
the road safety unit?   

(3) What is the annual budget of the department’s sustainability unit?   

(4) Will the Premier commit to allocating sufficient staff and funds to implement Labor’s election 
commitment in this area?   

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 
(1) Three full-time officers are employed, and the support of other officers is sought as required.  
(2) It is unclear which parts of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet the honourable member is 

referring to as units.  However, the Office of Road Safety’s current staffing level is 18.3 FTEs.  This 
includes positions funded directly from the consolidated fund and from the road trauma trust fund.  

(3) $520 000 was allocated in 2004-05 for the combined operations of the sustainability round table and the 
sustainability unit.  

(4) The government is firmly committed to implementing its election commitments in relation to 
sustainability.  

I am now departing from the answer provided by the Premier.  Each government department is also charged with 
implementing the recommendations of the state sustainability report.  Indeed, I can report that this 
groundbreaking report - if I can say so in a groundbreakingly enough way - the Department of Agriculture has 
been engaged in this process since - 

Hon Peter Foss interjected.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  The Department of Agriculture is experienced in groundbreaking in a number of ways.   

Hon Ken Travers interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order members!  The minister does not require any more assistance. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Thank you for your protection, Mr President.  The department has been looking towards 
sustainability in agriculture.  This serious question confronts us in the sustainability issues that we face.  It 
largely involves farmers and pastoralists.  The department considered the matter a month or two before the state 
sustainability report was published.  Since then it has been working towards a sustainability framework for 
agriculture, which was launched not so long ago under the title “Farming for the Future”.  I feel confident that 
each government department will be engaged in that activity, albeit at different levels of maturity.  

The point I am trying to make is that the state sustainability unit per se is a generator of government activity.  It 
is not operational in the sense that only what comes from that unit will be the sustainability outcome.  It is a 
whole-of-government outcome.  The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is, quite rightly, the coordinator of 
that activity.  
 


